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TERROR (1978) VIDEO CITY PRODUCTIONS 
DIRECTED BY FRANCO PROSPERI 


I’m not a big fan of films in the I SPIT ON YOUR GRAVE mode. Too 
many times the director and/or screenwriter uses this genre to 
vent their frustrations toward women (especially those whom are 
either independent or nubile or both). TERROR recreates the 
situations found in films like LAST HOUSE ON THE LEFT or even a 
film from the 50’s such as DESPERATE HOURS where a house of 
innocent victims is invaded by the sleaziest of villains. 


The film opens with a robbery which demonstrates the gang’s 

brutality, as several innocent people are murdered. The three 

gang members’ auto develops problems so they are forced to seek 
refuge at a villa in the country. At the villa they come across 
Sister Christina (Florinda Balkan) and her students. Of the 
three gang members, Aldo (Ray Lovelock) professes to the women 
that he’s basically a good guy and he’ll try and control the 

other two (Walter and Lino). Walter and Lino are portrayed as 

just above Cro-magnom level. The sight of a naked woman causes 
them to become slobbering sex fiends with Walter (Flavio Andreini) 
having strong hDmo-sado-masochistic tendecies (How’s that for dime 
store analysis?). For the next hour the women are abused and 
degraded until Sister Christina can stomach no more. She poisons 
Lino (who was incompacitated during an earlier rape attempt) and 
blows away Walter with his own gun. Aldo (who in 
flashback sequences detailing the robbery, it is discovered killed 
the innocent people) is cornered and beaten to death by all the 
other girls. 


Director Franco Prosperi directs with a surehand (there are a 
minimum number of closeups so the dubbing isn’t as distracting), 
not flinching when it comes to violence and degradation. 
Unfortunately, he’s recently been forced to direct endless CONAN 
ripoffs (THE INVINCIBLE BARBARIAN and THRONE OF FIRE to name a 
few) but based on this film one can hope he’ll return to the 
horror fold soon. Ray Lovelock's performance as Aldo convinces us 
of his sincerity only to reveal the low-life SOB he really is. 
Florinda Balkan has appeared in numerous films over the past 
twenty years and her versatility really shows here. Forced to 
appear nude early on only proves he’s not afraid to take on 
difficult roles. This film is considered by some to be a sequel 
<in story similarity only) to Aldo Lado's NIGHT TRAIN MURDERS. 
That film took the plot of LAST HOUSE ON THE LEFT’and transferred 
it to a train. A difficult film to recommend but at least 
Prosperi doesn’t give in to his baser instincts. The women 
triumph in the end, but at too great a cost. It leaves a bitter 
taste. 




27, so I sent h 
lighting in yellow my mention 
of his performance. Gary ob¬ 
viously has a sense of humor 
the autographed still proves 
By now you also realize that 
this issue is late and a bit 
thin with reviews. Excuses 
range from a hectic work 
schedule (budget,oil reserve! 
calculations,etc)to 

season (a three year old who 1 c**rix™o* 
demands she trim the Christmas tree) to 
months I'll be moving again(groan!). It w: 
(living out here in the boonies is boring) 
address. Bo expect the next few issues to I 
and make it up with some S pagers next year 
a good time this season. 


>1 iday 



HERE NOW THE NEWS-Let me get this off my chest. Empire 

Pictures is legendary for producing mostly junk that is quickly 
relegated to the video screen. Now they’ve gone and formed a 
Video label expressly tor crap that they know is so bad they’ve 
given up the thought of any serious exhibition (I know they 
released their first two "films" on a double-bill but trust me, it 
ain’t gonna last). Here is a list of titles supposedly set up 
for release over the next 15 months: SORORITY BABES IN THE SLIME 
BOWL-O-RAMA,GALACTIC GIGOLO,ASSAULT OF THE KILLER BIMBOS,MAXIMUM 
THRUST,HACK ’EM HIGH,SPACE SLUTS IN THE SLAMMER,I WAS A TEENAGE 
SEX MUTANT(obviously designed for people who rent only Empire 
or Troma product),BEASTIE BOX,FIENDS(how did something like that 
get in here),L.A.B.C..DIRTY FILTHY SLIME,CORPSES NEVER 
DIE, BARBEQUE BIMBOS,DEVINE,and BEACH BITCHES. I know I’m supposed 

to be objective but I airlt wasting time with that stuff.-Lucio 

Fulci’s THE NEW GLADIATORS is set $or release in December by 

Media.-Prism has BLOOD RAGE and BLOOD HOOK while Vestron has 

BLOOD DINER. All three are based on children’s toys (not really 

but merchandising is really getting out of hand).--New label 

Virgin Vision has an old title for a new film called MADHOUSE. 

Not the Vincent Price nor the Italian made version but one that 
stars Trish Everly as identical twins (one of which has an evil 

dog-ooh,scary)-The synopsis to Prism’s MINDKILLER reads like a 

remake of THE BRAIN FROM PLANET AROUS. Now there’s a film just 

begging to^TJone right.-1 know zip about TWE’s PLUTONIUM BABY 

, and I ’ d 'like to keep it that way.-Academy tries to ripoff 

renters by rereleasing CHRISTMAS EVIL as TERROR IN TOYLAND- 

Imperial Entertainment has DEMONS 2,which from the previews,1ooks 
like a cross between VIDEODROME and THEY CAME FROM WITHIN. ADIOS 





